
ACHDHE Leadership, 2015 – 2016 
 

Linda Lee Redmond 
Chair 
Community Member 
Central Virginia 
 
 

Elizabeth Locke, PhD, PT 
Chair Emeritus 
Old Dominion University 
Eastern Virginia 
 

 
Gloria Addo-Ayensu, MD, MPH 
Fairfax County Department of Health 
Northern Virginia 
 

Melody Armstrong, MPA, BSN 
Norfolk State University 
Eastern Virginia 
 

J. Elisha Burke, M.Div., D. Min 
Baptist General Convention of Virginia 

Statewide 

  
Emmanuel E. Eugenio, MD, FAAP 
Asian American Society of Central VA 
Central Virginia 
 

Maia McCuiston Jackson, MD, FAAP 

Mid-Atlantic Permanent Medical 
Group/Kaiser Permanent Mid-Atlantic 
States 
Northern Virginia 

 
Patti G. Kiger, MEd, (PhD) 
Eastern Virginia Medical School 
Eastern Virginia 

 
 
Kate S. K. Lim, MT (ASCP), FACHE, 
CPHQ, CPHRM 
Riverside Tappahannock Hospital, 
Tappahannock, Virginia  

 

 Beth O’Connor, M. Ed, BA 
 Virginia Rural Health Resource Center 
(VRHRC) & Virginia Rural Health 
Association (VRHA) 
Statewide 

 
Cecily Rodriguez, MPA 
Virginia Department of Behavioral Health 
And Developmental Services 
Statewide 

 
Grace S. Lambert, MHA, MPA 
Virginia Board for People with Disabilities 
Central Virginia 

 
Keisha L. Smith, MPA 
Virginia Health Workforce Development 
Authority 

Statewide 

 
Luisa F. Soaterna-Castaneda, MPH, BS 
National Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies 
Coalition 
Statewide 
 

Kathryn E. MacCormick, MSc 
College of William & Mary 
Eastern Virginia 
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Our Mission 
 
The mission of the 
Commissioner’s Advisory 
Council on Health Disparities 
and Health Equity (ACHDHE) is 
to promote the elimination of 
health inequities among racial 
and ethnic minorities and other 
disadvantaged populations in 
Virginia. 
 
 
Our Membership 
 

ACHDHE members are 
appointed for Four-year terms by 
the Virginia State Health 
Commissioner. 
 
The committee is representative 
of Virginia’s racial and ethnic 
minority and disadvantaged 
populations as well as other key 
stakeholders. 
 
The ACHDHE includes 
representatives from state and 
local public health agencies, 
health care providers, 
consumers, colleges and 
universities, and faith and ethnic 
organizations. 
 
 
 

Our Role 
 

ACHDHE members advise and 
make recommendations to the 
State Health Commissioner on: 

 Strategies and policies to 
promote health equity, with 
particular attention to: 
 
o VDH programs, policies, 

and initiatives;  
o Emerging health equity 

issues. 
 

Our History 
 

Virginia’s State Health 
Commissioner created the Minority 
Health Advisory Committee 
(MHAC) in 1990 to promote and 
advocate for the elimination of 
health inequities among all racial 
and ethnic minorities and other 
disadvantaged populations in 
Virginia. The name was changed 
to the Minority Health and Health 
Equity Advisory Committee 
(MHHEAC) in 2010. 
 
In an effort to better reflect our 
mission and goals, the MHHEAC 
name was changed to the 
Commissioner’s Advisory Council 
on Health Disparity and Health 
Equity (ACHDHE) in 2013. 
 
 

 
The ACHDHE remains committed to 

promoting health equity, including 
addressing the social determinants 

of health. 
_____________________________ 
 

 
"The Virginia Department of 
Health’s (VDH) mission of 

protecting and promoting the 
health of Virginians can only be 

carried out through the 
collaborative efforts of all people 

in Virginia. 
 

The State Health Commissioner 
is thankful to the members of the 

Advisory Council on Health 
Disparity and Health Equity for 

volunteering their talents and 
expertise to assure that VDH 

and its partners create the 
conditions in which all people in 

the Commonwealth have 
opportunity to be healthy." 

 

Dr. Marissa J. Levine 
State Health Commissioner 
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